		Updated [Insert date]
About this Template - Environment and Climate Policy
This template has been developed by the Danish Business Authority and the Danish Business Hubs. It is aimed at companies seeking an Environment and Climate Policy - for example, because key business partners have requested such a policy from your company. 
Guidance for using the template
The template is pre-filled and reflects a basic framework for what an Environment and Climate Policy could look like. You can simply enter your company’s name and sign the document. However, remember that a policy does not create positive change. Real effects are only achieved when your company actively work with the policy. As an initial step to support anchoring within your company, the template includes a signature field, as management endorsement is a crucial element in ensuring anchoring and thereby having a positive impact through your efforts.
You may choose to edit the template so that the content reflects the topics and possible initiatives you consider important for your company. We have some advice for you to consider if you wish to edit the Environment and Climate Policy so that it reflects your business.

Remove content you do not need
Adapt the content in the template so it contains only those elements that you deem important for your company. You are free to delete content that you consider redundant or that you do not have the resources to implement and follow up on. You can always add more elements to your policy if needed at a later stage.

Add content that may be important for your company
You can also assess whether you need to add elements not included in the template. For example, consider whether there are aspects specific to your industry that require close attention or entail risks, which could be reflected in your policy.
If you have the time and resources, you may choose to tailor the policy so that it is specifically adapted to your company. A risk assessment can help you identify which initiatives your business could focus on - including which topics would be relevant to include in an Environment and Climate Policy for your company.
Read more about how to conduct a risk assessment on Virksomhedsguiden (only in Danish)

Option to add actions and/or targets
The template includes specific suggestions for elements you may choose to supplement your policy with, should you wish to go further and add specific actions and/or targets. These suggestions for actions and targets are in italics and - just like the rest of the content - can be adapted to suit your company’s specific needs.
Please note that the template is for guidance only. As a company, you are responsible for your own data and any other information included in the template.
About this Environment and Climate Policy
This Environment and Climate Policy covers some of the most common topics in relation to environment and climate, including the topics in the European voluntary standard for sustainability reporting (VSME).
You can use the Environment and Climate Policy, for example, if your important business partners request such a policy from you, or if you are preparing a voluntary sustainability report in accordance with the European voluntary standard for sustainability reporting (VSME).
Read more about voluntary sustainability reporting on Virksomhedsguiden (only in Danish)
This Environment and Climate Policy covers your own company. You may choose to add sections to the policy if you wish for it to also address your company’s value chain.
If you would like a policy that also includes sections on social and governance topics, you can use the template for a Responsibility Policy.
Download the template for the Responsibility Policy from Virksomhedsguiden
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[bookmark: _Toc202446385]Purpose
1.1. The Environment and Climate Policy of [Insert company name] outlines how we currently work and aim to work with environmental and climate-related issues. 

[bookmark: _Toc202446386]Responsibility
2.1. The management of [insert company name] commits to ensure compliance with all elements outlined in this policy by signing this document.

2.2. The responsibility for this policy, including its revision, maintenance, and communication, lies with [insert job title(s)]. The policy is reviewed and updated when deemed relevant. We recognize that our impact on the environment and climate may change over time as our company and its activities evolve.

You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:

[bookmark: _Hlk187678087]ACTION
We have established an internal working group that ensures the ongoing implementation of this policy across our daily operations.

TARGET
The working group will meet with management at least once a year to review and update the policy, its goals, and the action plan for [insert company name]’s responsibility efforts.

2.3. We ensure that all employees are continuously informed about the policy and how they can contribute to uphold it.   

You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:

ACTION
As part of our onboarding process and general internal training efforts, we ensure that all employees are informed about and introduced to our Environment and Climate Policy.  

TARGET
All employees are informed annually of any changes to the Environment and Climate Policy. 
[bookmark: _Toc202446387]Environment and Climate
1.2. At [insert company name], we acknowledge that our business activities have an impact on the environment and climate.
3.1.1. Energy
At [insert company name], we recognise that our operations consume energy, therefore, we are committed to reducing our energy consumption as much as possible.
You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:
ACTION
We record our total annual energy consumption and report the share that comes from renewable and non-renewable energy sources.

TARGET
By 20XX, we aim to switch X% of our electricity and heating supply to renewable energy sources. 

3.1.2. CO2e emissions 
At [insert company name], we acknowledge that our business activities contribute to CO2e emissions. We therefore strive to operate energy-efficient processes and reduce our CO2e emissions.
You may choose to refer your actions and targets, for example:
ACTION 
We calculate our CO2e emissions related to the operation of our own facilities and the use of fuel in company-owned or leased vehicles (Scope 1), as well as our purchased and use of electricity and heating (Scope 2).

TARGET
We aim to reduce our CO2e emissions by X% by 20XX, based on our baseline year of 20XX. 

3.1.3. Pollution 
At [insert company name], we strive to minimise our pollution of air, soil and water. In addition, we work to reduce or avoid the use of hazardous substances.
You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:
ACTION 
We continuously monitor pollution levels from our own activities, including emissions to air, discharges to water, and contamination of soil. We also track our use of substances such as pesticides and chemicals.

TARGET
By the end of 20XX, we aim to implement an environmental management system that will enable us to systematically register and set reduction targets for our pollution. 

3.1.4. Biodiversity
At [insert company name], we recognize that our business activities may negatively affect biodiversity.
You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:


ACTION
We have initiated a mapping of our land use and resource consumption to identify our actual impact on biodiversity.

TARGET
By 20XX, we aim to reduce our use of land by X %, decrease our resource consumption (e.g. raw materials, plastics, etc.) by X %, and increase our level of recycling/circular initiatives by X%. 


3.1.5. Water
At [insert company name], we work to minimize our water consumption and operate water-efficient processes.
[bookmark: _Hlk184652298]You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example
ACTION
We continuously monitor our water consumption and have begun mapping which activities are particularly water-intensive to identify opportunities for water-saving initiatives.

TARGET 
By 20XX, we will have identified X water-saving initiatives and aim to reduce our water consumption by X % by 20XX, based on our baseline year of 20XX. 

3.1.6. Use of resources and circular economy 
At [insert company name], we recognize that our operations require the use of natural resources, and we work to keep this demand to a minimum. 
You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:
ACTION
In our organization, we have initiated work to map the potential for applying circular principles. 

TARGET
By 20XX, we aim to complete a full mapping of circular economy potentials and identify at least X initiatives for the implementation of circular principles.

3.1.7. Waste
At [insert company name], we comply with the [Danish] Waste Management Regulation and regularly register our waste production.
You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:
ACTION
We have appointed a person responsible for registering our waste production and identifying opportunities to reduce waste. 



TARGET
We aim to reduce our total waste volume by X% by 20XX, based on our baseline year of 20XX, through proper sorting, continuous employee training, and regular follow-up on our sorting practices. 

3.1.8. Transportation
At [insert company name], we work to minimize all unnecessary transport and reduce transportation when possible. 
You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example
ACTION
We encourage the use of low emission transport wherever possible, including carpooling, public transportation, and cycling. We provide bicycles for short work-related trips.

TARGET
By 20XX, we aim to reduce CO2e emissions from transport by X %, based on our baseline year of 20XX.
[bookmark: _Toc202446388]Transparency and Documentation 
We aim to be an open and transparent company that shares information about our environmental and climate efforts. Therefore, we ensure that customers can access relevant information and data when purchasing our products/services or upon request.
You may choose to refer to your actions and targets, for example:
ACTIONS 
We prepare an annual overview of our progress on environmental and climate-related actions and goals, which can be shared with our stakeholders. 
 
TARGETS  
In 20XX, we aim to document progress in X areas related to environment and climate and subsequently establish new action plans for these areas.    







CEO signature 

________________________________
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CEO [Company name]
5
[image: Et billede, der indeholder tekst, Font/skrifttype, Rektangel, hvid

Indhold genereret af kunstig intelligens kan være forkert.]		
image1.png
linsert your Company’s logo]




